Journeys in Nature

7th/8th September 2010

SpeyGrian Educational Trust in partnership with RSPB Scotland,

Kingussie High School & members of the local community

With support from the Cairngorms Local Action Group, Awards for All, the Scottish Centre for Intergenerational Practice & Book Trust Scotland

Journeys in Nature’ project aims:
·  To use the concept of journey as a way to help people discover the intricacy and wonder of their local landscape, wildlife and culture including RSPB Insh Marshes NNR and the Cairngorms National Park

· To deliver Curriculum for Excellence through partnership working

·  To explore how a combination of writing, arts & crafts, ecology & history can help people connect across generations and in the process develop sense of place and strengthen community identity & cohesion.

· To further understanding of sustainability, biodiversity and citizenship through shared experiential outdoor learning, with a focus on 2010 as International Year of Biodiversity.

· To use the skills and expertise of a diverse group of artists, ecologists, historians and educators to identify opportunities for local community groups and individuals to share their experiences/stories/skills across generations; with a particular focus on helping young people (especially teenage boys and girls) to develop ‘sense of place’, ‘sense of identity’, ‘sense of values’ and ‘sense of responsibility’.

Journeys in Nature Project Background 

There is evidence that journeying can be a deeply meaningful practice that can catalyse changes in our relationship with the natural world. The anthropologist Tom Gray (2003) looked at shepherds’ journeying in the Scottish highlands; he saw movement as a form of ‘dwelling’ that gets beyond maps and place names and encompasses more embodied aspects. Kevin Altshul (2007)suggests that “people […] make places by moving through them […] it is only through moving that one can yield an experience of place”. All S1 pupils at Kingussie High School (95) have recently completed the John Muir Award, which includes a journey element. On 7th September 2010, these pupils (by then S2) will be invited to undertake 10 outdoor journeys in their own locality within the Cairngorms National Park. All journeys will take place on the same day and will involve different modes of transport – on foot, by pony, by bike or by canoe.  Wherever possible the pupils will be involved in planning their journey including assisting with risk assessments. Members of the local community will be invited to join the pupils  - working across generations in this way offers role models and mentors from within the local community as a positive alternative to ‘celebrity’ role models often adopted by teenagers. Links will be made to local history, culture and wildlife e.g. journeys/roads in the past including droving and coffin roads. Each group will be accompanied by a facilitator drawn from the SpeyGrian network – a diverse group of artists, ecologists, writers, historians, musicians and educators who are experienced at working with people of all ages. SpeyGrian’s underlying philosophy is to promote creativity through shared experiential outdoor learning. Members of the network are skilled in facilitation and encourage active participation rather than simply performing themselves. They will also work closely with teachers and the local community to identify opportunities to plan similar journeys with pupils in future years. Each journey will have a follow up day in school (8th September) where participants will be encouraged by facilitators and teachers to share their journey experiences through a variety of media e.g. writing, artwork, crafts, photography, sound recordings. These will be included in the 'Creative Journeys' touring exhibition planned for Spring 2011. 

Facilitators & Journeys are:-
 

1. Pony Journey up Glen Banchor (17 places to include 12 pupils, 1 staff, 2 facilitators plus two community - Pam Duncan & Ruaridh Ormiston from Newtonmore Riding Centre
Linda Cracknell (writer) & Sam Harrison (place-based educator). Risk assessments, insurance & public liability with Ruraidh Ormiston/Newtonmore Riding Stables)
 

2. Canoe Journey through Insh Marshes (19 places to include 14 pupils, 1 staff, 2 facilitators & 2 local community  -  Loch Insh instructor – Jonny and RSPB warden Pete Moore)
Gerry Cambridge (poet & photographer - see www.gerrycambridge.com  & Pete Moore (RSPB Ecologist). Public liability, insurance and risk assessments with Loch Insh Watersports.
 

3. Bike Journey up Glen Feshie (20 places to include 14 pupils, 1 staff, 2 facilitators & 3 local community -  Cyclewild )
Catriona Gilbert (artist www.catrionagilbert.com ) & Sarah Hughes (artist) Risk assessment, public liability and insurance with Cyclewild 
  

4. Walking journey 1 (12 places to include 8 pupils, 1 facilitator, 1 staff & 2 community)
Jan Kilpatrick (textile artist www.wildtiles.co.uk) 

5. Walking Journey 2 (12 places to include 8 pupils, 1 facilitator, 1 staff & 2 community)
Tom Bryan (writer)
 

6. Walking Journey 3 (10 places to include 8 pupils, 1 facilitator, 1 staff & 2 community)
Jane Wilkinson (willow artist) 

7. Walking Journey 4 (12 places to include 8 pupils, 1 facilitator, 1 staff & 2 community)
Chris Salisbury (storyteller & bushcraft instructor) www.wildwise.co.uk
 

8. Walking Journey 5 (12 places to include 8 pupils, 1 facilitator, 1 staff & 2 community)
Barney Strachan (sound artist) 

9. Walking Journey 6 (12 places to include 8 pupils, 2 facilitators, 1 staff and 2 community)

Ross Robertson & Richard Bracken (environmental artists/sculptors)

10. Walking Journey 7 (12 places to include 8 pupils, 1 facilitator, I staff and 2 community members)

Alan Britton (place-based educator). 

NB: Walking journeys in the Glen Gynack area – risk assessments carried out by school
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